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Experimental
Crystal data 
Comment
Many stilbene-based compounds show important bioactivity, acting as anti-angiogenesis (Belleri et al., 2005) and anti-cancer (Gosslau et al., 2005; Sale et al., 2004; Nam et al., 2001) agents.
In the crystal struture of the title compound, the dihedral angle between the two aromatic rings is 2.47 (12)°. All methoxy groups are almost coplanar with their parent aromatic rings (torsion angles -2.8 (3)°, -5.2 (4)°, -176.3 (2)°, 178.0 (2)° for C10-C11-O3-C18, C12-C13-O4-C17, C2-C1-O1-C16, C1-C2-O2-C15, respectively).
Experimental
Sodium methoxide (17.00g, 314.0mmol) was added to a well-stirred suspension of the diethyl 3, 4-dimethoxybenzylphosphate (33.00g, 114.0mmol) in dry DMF (130 ml) at 268K. After 30 min, the 3,5-dimethoxybenzaldehyde (11.00g, 66.0mmol) in dry DMF (60 ml) was added dropwise, and the reaction mixture was allowed to stir at room temperature for 12h. The mixture was then poured into ice-water. After filtration, the precipitate was collected as a yellow solid. Then the impure was recrystallized with ethanol to yield the title compound(m.p.339K, yield 59.1%). The product was dissolved in the mixture of ethyl acetate (15%) and petroleum ether (85%), colorless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained when the solution was exposed to air at room temperature for 6 d.
Refinement
The C-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically and were included in the refinement in the riding-model approximation, with C-H distances 0.98 Å (CH 3 ),U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C); 0.95 Å (CH),U iso (H) =1.2U eq (C); Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
trans-3,3',4,5'-Tetramethoxystilbene
Special details
Experimental. CrysAlisPro, Agilent Technologies (2010). Empirical absorption correction using spherical harmonics, implemented in SCALE3 ABSPACK scaling algorithm.
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
